Tue HisTory

OF THE

13 [LiNvOIS INFANTRY


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

=3

8 [l EX LIBRIS JIEY i



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

TO THE
COMRADES OF THE THIRTEENTH,
LIVING or DEAD,
AND TO
THE FAITHFUL anp TRUE FRIENDS at HOME
WHOSE HEARTS AND PRAYERS WERE WITH Us,

THESE RECORDS
ARE

LOVINGLY DEDICATED.

ViiS7242


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found



















Cor. JOHN B. WYMAN.

Thirteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry.



MILITARY HISTORY AND REMINISCENCES

OF THE

- THIRTEENTH REGIMENT

OF

[LLINOIS VOLUNTEER INPANTRY

CIVIL WAR IN THE UNITED STATES

1861-1865

PREPARED BY A COMMITTEE OF THE REGIMENT, 1891

* CHICAGO
WOMAN’S TEMPERANCE PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
1892






ERERENET:

A book written to contribute the proper acknowledgement
of worthy deeds, and to add to the enjoyment of those who
may come after us, is in order. Such is the design and hope
of this unpretentious record.

As the individual stone has its part in rearing the moun-
tain, so the organization of our regiment, we are happy to say
and show, bore a very honorable part in the most worthy ef-
forts of the army and navy of the United States.

In telling this story, as you, surviving comrades, have
asked the committee to, we shall do what seems to us repre-
sents our regiment fairly. When we are called upon to touch
upon individual records, we may seem to some to give scant
or overdue preferences ; yet such is not our intent.

We shall not feel called upon to laboriously vindicate any
one nor in many words condemn any man’s course. As a
regiment, we have no particular complaints of not having had
an open door to glory ; for if long marches and sharp fighting
be glory, then we got enough to settle the froth on our patri-
otism of 1861, and cooled to the point of going slow before
taking a contract of like size again.

We were called by the Government in its hour of special
peril. We promptly responded. There was toil and exposure
and suffering and death to many. If we who live may be per-
mitted to speak for all, we would say that we would not
change it. The Union was preserved and humanity was
helped by it. In what better way can men exert themselves
or even sacrifice life.

Our men lie buried far and wide. Some were tenderly
borne to their homes where as boys they played, but the con-
ditions forbade this in most cases, so that they were buried
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where they fell, all over the Southern States. The spot where
their bodies rest, may or may not be marked ; yet that mat-
ters little ; the spot where they lie is hallowed ground.

Thomas Campbell beautifully says :

‘“What, hallow ground where heroes sleep ?
"Tis not the sculptured piles you heap ;
In dews that heavens far distant weep
Their turf may bloom,
Or genii twine beneath the deep
Their coral tomb.

‘“ But strew his ashes to the wind
Whose sword or voice has served mankind
And is he dead whose glorious mind
Lifts thine on high?
To live in hearts we leave behind
Is not to die.”

We have not been paid for our War services. No number
of dollars can pay for them. If they could, we would not
receive them ; for then would our glory be taken from us and
we would be as hirelings. Then we woald lose the comfort
of our heart that comes from having g7ven something, for we
learn that ‘* It is more blessed to give than to receive.”’

The record is made ; in this book we hope to preserve some
of the names and events as pleasant memories to the surviv-
ing comrades and their interested friends.

While such a book had been desired, it was not brought
to the surface in any way till the reunion of the regiment on
its twenty-fifth anniversary of our muster into the service.
Then Comrade W. O. Newton of Company B, residing at
Marshalltown, Iowa, moved that we begin such a work, and
he was appointed historian to do what he could to secure
material. ‘This he faithfully did. The regiment will be
under lasting obligations to him. A committee of publica-
tion was then appointed, consisting of Col. H. T. Noble,
Surgeon S. C. Plummer and Rev. A. H. Miller. The Regi-
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mental Association asked A. H. Miller to write the regi-
mental history. At the reunion at Dixon in May, 1889, the
matter was taken up more seriously, and at the next reunion a
plan and scope and cost of the book was presented and
approved. During the year Capt. Asa B. Munn was added
to the committee. Since then Captain Munn has been most
active in the work, having written the current history from
our arrival at Rolla, Missouri, to the capture of Vicksburg,
and also the history and roster of Company, I of which he was
a member.

We take great pleasure in giving credit to those who did
work or lent data from which to make records. The regi-
mental association appointed different persons to look after
the special work of each company, thinking that a member of a
company would be better acquainted with the names and the
facts than a general historian could be. There will be some
difference in the amount of work and space given to each
company. ‘This must be attributed to the amount of work
given by the company historians. Some will be ready to see
omissions of valuable matter from the book. That would
have been given if it had been furnished ; but we could not
put in what the men were not ready to contribute.

H. D. Dement wrote for Company A. S. T. Josselyn
wrote for Company C. Francis Fox wrote for Company E.
Reuben Hevenor wrote for Company F. A. H. Sibley wrote
for Company H. Charles Carpenter and Capt. J. J. Cole
furnished material for Company K.

Further acknowledgements are due Mrs. Walter Blanch-
ard, the widow of our grand old Captain of Company K, who
gave his life to our cause at Ringgold Gap, who furnished a
valuable diary kept by her husband, for which she places the
‘“ Regimental Organization ’’ under deep obligation.

Comrade Wilson E. Chapel, of Company F, had written
and preserved a most valuable diary which has contributed
largely to the success of this work.

With the patriotism worthy the true daughter of a vete-
ran, Miss Nellie A. Hevenor, daughter of comrade Reuben M.
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Hevenor, painstakingly copied Comrade Chapel’s diary, in a
neat and clerkly hand, for the uses of the regimental historian.
For this service she deserves special thanks.

Comrade Reuben M. Hevenor, historian for Company F,
furnished a valuable diary covering an important period of
the services of the regiment ; as also did comrade Josselyn, of
Company C, and comrade J. D. Davis, of Company B.

Comrade Charles H. Sanford, Company B, furnished val-
uable maps. Comrades Charles E. Bolles, and Charles Car-
penter, both of Company K, and J. B. Farnesworth, of the
Hundred and thirty-fourth Illinois, cheerfully furnished books
of reference and otherwise rendered valuable assistance.

Edward A. Munn, besides being helpful with the type-
writer, entered with patriotic alacrity into the spirit of the
undertaking, and drew the two maps of the ‘' Chickasaw
Bayou "’ battle-field which accompany this work.

The confederate Rebellion Archives, published by order of
Congress, have been largely drawn from for much valuable
information which would have been obtainable from no other
source.

And lastly, from very many of the surviving comrades,
came an inspiring ‘‘ God bless you! Push on the history.”
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CEREASRIIMENR S

THE PRAIRIES ABLAZE WITH PATRIOTISM AT THE FIRING
ON SUMTER.—WE ORGANIZE AT DIXON, ILLINOIS,
SWORN FOR THREE YEARS OF WAR.

AT DIXON.

\AY ¢, 1861, found most of the men who were
to make up the Thirteenth Regiment of
Illinois Volunteers Infantry gathered at
Dixon, Illinois.

A place where a man is born, is usually
a place of lasting interest to him. Dixon is where
our regiment was born and will ever be remembered
by those who were there when it was born. We now
speak of the ‘Old Thirteenth,’’ and so all men might speak
of it if they were to see the survivors in a body. Some help-
ing out their crippled limbs with staffs, and their eyes with
glasses, and sheltering their crowns with wigs or displaying
thinned locks. But on that memorable day in May the regi-
ment was just ready to be made and there was the timber out
of which it was to come. Then not ‘‘ 0old”’ but ‘“new,”’ not
seasoned, but somewhat green ; yet that was no fault of the
timber.




e
’
rooe

2 HISTORY OF THE THIRTEENTH REGIMENT

If one were to ask what brought to Dixon in one day this
large body of young men, it would open the way to an ‘obser-
vation or two that it would not be out of place to record, as a
part of the true history of the time and of the regiment. The
first and short answer would be, we were there at the call of
Richard Yates, at that time Governor of Illinois. But what
magic was there in the suggestion or call of this man thata
thousand young men should leave business and home and in
one day repair to Dixon, even rush there with eagerness? To
be sure this man was the chosen executive of our State. But
then men do not always come at call, unless there is some-
thing back of the call. There was something back of the call
that made so prompt a response possible. That thing was
latent love of country, and of good government. This love
blazed into the spirit of sacrifice, when the government was
put in open peril.

As I said, we were at Dixon on the gth of May; and I
have given the reason why we were there as soldiers. We did
not get even that far on our honorable soldier’s career without
some sacrifice—all of life is made up of a series of sacrifices.
We got to Dixon easily enough, as far as conveyance was
involved. It was a jolly lot of men rolling over a good rail-
road. And it was quite in contrast with any transportation
we had in Missouri or Arkansas. There were no long and
weary marches in getting together. A single day was suffi-
cient to accomplish this.

Dixon is located on the Illinois Central railroad, in the
northwestern part of Illinois. Now this railroad looked like
any innocent sort of a speculation, when constructed a few
years before the war. Now over it rolled thousands of trains
loaded with the sturdy men, and almost countless trains of
supplies that were the very sinews of war.

While the rebels were laying plans against the govern-
ment, pfovidence seemed among other things to be laying
lines of railroads:that should bring the forces of the North
near to the line of battle.

It is certain that the war could not have been fought on



ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. 3

the scale it was, in so wide an extent of country, without the
railroads. It is certain they helped us to our camping place,
where we soon learned to go afoot, so that we could in an
independent way stir up the rebels, who were back in the
woods.

WHAT WE BROUGHT WITH US.

Of course in coming to camp the men brought along with
them the very best they had and knew to bring. Of the
things they brought, some were soon left behind and other
things taken on, that abide with us to this day.

In obeying the call of the governor and our patriotic
impulses, most of the men came without military uniform ;
quite a requisite in army life. Those who came in uniform
presented more of a soldierly appearance, but had not a whit
more of the soldierly heart on that account. The Scriptures
are authority for the statement that ‘‘ No man goeth to war-
fare at his own charge.”” So the boys for the Thirteenth came
looking to the government for rations and equipments. Yet
some of the men were armed with revolvers, not knowing but
that they would soon have need of them. But I think it is
fair to say that all of the men who were harmed or killed by
the use of revolvers during the war, except by accident,
hardly warranted the trouble of carrying them.

FIFTEEN STAND OF ARMY.

It was reported that the State of Illinois had only fifteen
stand of arms fit for service at the opening of the war. If she
had had as few loyal hearts and strong arms, she would have
fared badly to begin with and would not have the proud
record she now has.

Another thing we had a full stock of, was an absence of
military knowledge. It is safe to say that the most of our
officers were loaded down with about the same amount of
ignorance as the rank and file.
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One man who was elected lieutenant had been down
East somewhere and observed some militia drilling. He
noticed that they ‘‘marked time’’ a good, deal. He con-
cluded that it was an important move, so he had his men
mark time, when he could not readily think of any other
order to give. Yes, we brought to camp a full stock of mili-
tary ignorance, but time and experience wrought a change,
so that at the end of our three years, it would not be boast-
ing to say that this regiment was wise in this regard, and
equal to the best.

While we freely confess ignorance on this point, these men
were evidently sharp enough in other things. If all the
thoughts and views and ambitions of these men could be
written out, I am sure you would not have to follow them
beyond this camp to write a most interesting book.

Some of the men were not tied down very closely in life,
and they were glad to accept the promised excitement in this
new kind of life. Others had some of the military fire in
their blood and this brought to them visions of honor and
promotion, while others had more serious plans for life, so
that serious sacrifices had to be met on the first move toward
camp and war.

In all of these men, there was the boiling of young blood,
and yet a certain vein of seriousness and devotion that fur-
nished material from which the true men were to come when
brought under pressure and the fires of sad and horrible
war.

Some persons are disposed to pass over the stay in our first
camp as an unimportant period. That is evidently not the
case. The future history of the regiment was largely shaped
in these first few weeks. Men were consenting to make an
entire change in their mode of life. They were drilling
themselves into the consent of ready obedience to the word
and beck of another, in the name of patriotism and for the
sake of the government. During this time they were getting
acquainted with each other so as to be friendly, even when
there was little congeniality either in person or in habits.
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ONLY NINETY DAYS.

Many of the men were of free and lofty spirits, so that to
consent to be part of a machine where a thousand men should
be moulded into one, and move at the command of one man
day or night, sick or well, was truly a trying time. Then
too, at the time of our coming into camp, to most of the men
and their friends it meant but ninety days from home. A few
days in camp put on a more serious aspect to the picture.
The call and muster by the general government for three
years, struck many unfavorably, so that it was quite a strain
both upon their courage and pride to take the more serious
step.

When this thousand men came to camp they brought
something more than numbers. Some things that could
neither be counted nor weighed—some things that would
either prove a tower of strength, or a source of weakness to
them, as they pushed on into the battle line.  Back of these
men were a thousand homes, more or less. FEach of these
turned to the camp in Dixon. In these were fathers and
mothers, wives, sisters and sweethearts. In these were well-
wishes, tears and prayer ; from them came many letters filled
with inspiration, or in some cases discouragement. We called
our regiment, ¢ One thousand strong.”” But was it not true
that one half of our strength was never seen in either the
camp or the battle-field. It was found in the homes and
hearts left behind.

IN CATTLE SHEDS.

It was a new experience for these men to take up lodging
in sheep pens and cattle shelds. But the adjustment was soon
made, and many times before the service closed, these quarters
would have been regarded palatial.

By night of the 9th of May the ten companies from
which the regiment was to be formed had arrived at Dixon
and made their way to the Fair-ground east of the city.
These companies hailed from Dixon, Sterling, Amboy, Rock
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Island, Sandwich, Sycamore, Morrison, Aurora, Chicago and
Naperville. The grounds were good ; having on them some
timber and a good spring of water; while the Fair-ground
fence was something of an advantage in keeping men in and
out, but not equal to the ‘‘ great gulf’’ that is declared to be
fixed. Before the sun went down on this day there was some-
thing of a stir in camp. One thing was settled and all of our
experience only seemed to confirm the conclusion. It was,
that we would get hungry in spite of all our patriotism and
disposition to sacrifice for our country. The matter of ra-
tions not having been fully looked after, a move was made on
the Nachusa House, and some of these same hungry fel-
lows still make for the ‘“ Nachusa '’ when near it.

THE FIRST DAY IN SERVICE.

May 1oth was our first day in service. A severe rain-storm
coming on before daylight gave us a touch of what was
a common thing before ‘‘ the cruel war was over.”” It was, a
wet time and a late breakfast. But after things were straight-
ened out a little, we were treated with a speech from Mr.
Dennio, who had just come from Washington, D. C. This
was a matter of interest, as it seemed to bring us something
from headquarters. 'The companies were then sworn into the
State service for thirty days by Captain John E. Smith of
Governor Yates’ staff. A vote was then taken for regimental
officers, resulting in the choice of John B. Wyman of Amboy
as Colonel, Benjamin F. Park of Aurora for Lieutenant-Col-
onel, and Adam B. Gorgas of Dixon as Major.

Just what our voting had to do with the choice of a Col-
onel I could not see, when it has been stated on good author-
ity that J. B. Wyman had tendered a regiment to Governor
Yates, to be raised in our congressional district, and that the
Governor had accepted it. But then we were children in
those things, and we were led to think we were doing some-
thing while we went through the motions.
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THE FIRST MAN WOUNDED.

Guns were put into the hands of two of the companies;
and the first day brought on war to the extent of one wounded
man, Some of Company K, then known as the ‘“ Du Page
rifles,”” were on guard, and a soldier, starting to go by, was
given a lively bayonet jab in the abdomen.

DRILIL, DRILL.

Drill of all kinds from ‘‘squad’’ to ‘‘ battalion’ was at
once instituted and kept up in a most vigorous way. It
seemed hard, and was hard work, but it served us well in after
months, whether on parade or on the march or in battle line.
Our friends had no occasion to feel ashamed of us.

AN EVENT IN MISSOURI.

While we were getting ourselves adjusted to camp life and
fitted for more serious service, some things were transpiring
in that part of the country where we were soon to act, that it
may be of interest to note at the time of their occurrence.
While we, as a regiment, had nothing to do with them, they
doubtless modified the history of that field and so modified
our future services.

It is well known to men familiar with the history of the
time that Missouri was at heant a Secession State, and that the
great city of St. Louis was disloyal and only wanted a pretext
to openly declare with the South.

Near the city was a camp called together under the State
Militia law, and commanded by Brigadier-General D. M.
Frost. While they professed loyalty to the general govern-
ment, they were in constant communication with the so-
called Southern Confederacy.

Captain Nathaniel Lyon, of the Second Infantry, had been
put in command of the Arsenal at St. Louis and of the troops
stationed there. He was a clear-headed, energetic, patriot
officer, and saw at a glance that it was very important that
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St. Louis should not fall into the rebel hands. He saw that
this nominally loyal but heartily disloyal camp should be
broken up. He determined to act at once by capturing the
whole camp. Having secured sufficient forces he proceeded
on May 1oth, at 3 p. m. ,to Camp Jackson in the northern part
of the city and addressed the following communication to the
commander, General Frost.

HEADQUARTERS OF U. S. TROOPS,
St. Louls, MIssoURI, May 1oth, 1861.

SIR: Your command is regarded as evidently hostile toward the
Government of the United States. It is for the most part made up of
those citizens who have openly avowed their hostility to the general
government, and have been plotting at the seizure of its property and
the overthrow of its authority.

You are in open communication with the so-called Southern Con-
federacy, which is now at war with the United States and vou are receiv-
ing at your camp from the said Confederacy and under its flag, large
supplies of the material of war, most of which is known to be the property
of the United States.

These extraordinary preparations and the well known purpose of the
Governor of this State, under whose order you act, and whose purposes
recently communicated to the legislature have just been responded to
by that body in the most extraordinary legislation, having in direct view
hostilities to the general government and co-operation with its enemies.

In view of these considerations, and of your failure to disperse in
obedience to the Proclamation of the President and of the eminent
necessities of State policy and warfare, and the obligations imposed upon
me by instructions from Washington, it is my duty to demand, and I do
demand of you an immediate surrender of your command, with no other
conditions than that all persous surrendering under this demand shall
be honorably and kindly treated. Believing myself prepared to enforce
this demand, one half hour’s time before doing so will be allowed for
your compliance therewith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. LYON,
Capt. Second Infantry, U. S. Troops.

Captain Lyon took the camp with fifty officers and six
hundred and thirty-nine men. While he was marching off to
the prison some fighting was indulged in, killing and wound-
ing a number of persons, and as is usual in such cases, some
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innocent people. In this camp were found guus and stores
that had been taken from the United States Arsenal at Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, boxed and directed to some Union men in
St. Louis, as a blind to the real destination.

The future developments proved couclusively that Captain
Lyon’s judgment in the case was correct, and that his prompt
action saved St. Louis to us, and much fighting in that quarter
to the United States troops. :

Of course, General Frost protested most earnestly against
such measures, and appealed to General Harney who was at
that time ‘* Commanding the Department of the West.”” This
protest, together with Captain Lyon’s account of the affair
was sent to Washington.

Let us note a further occurence of the day following as
reported by Captain Lyon, and also an expression of his, as to
General Harney’s relation to the vigorous measures necessary
at that time.

St. Louls ARSENAL, May 12th, 1861.

SIirR: Yesterday, I left to Captain Callender and Lieutenant Saxton,
the duty of receiving and arming about twelve hundred men, from the
northern part of the city, who on returning to their station, were fired
into by a mob, which fire was returned by the troops, from which, all
told on both sides, about twelve persons were killed,—two of whom, as
far as I am informed, were of the United States troops; further particu-
lars of which may hereafter be transmitted.

General Harney having arrived, has assumed command of the de-
partment, and has ordered into the city all of the troops of the regular
service now here (except my own company) and four pieces of artillery.

It is with great delicacy and hesitancy I take the liberty to observe
that the energetic and necessary measures of the day before yesterday,
reported in my communication of yesterday, require persevering and
constant exertions to effect the object in view of anticipating combina-
tions and measures of hostility against the general government, and
that the authority of General Harney under these circumstances em-
barrasses, in a most painful manner, the execution of the plans con-
templated, and upon which the safety and welfare of the government,
as I conceive, so much depends, and which must be decided in a very
short period.

Very respectfully,
N. Lvox.
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THE FIRST SABBATH IN CAMP.

This day made a deep impression on many of the young
men, and was in some sense a test of their training and
temper. Most of them had been accustomed to spend the day
in quiet at home and at religious service. Now they were in a
military camp and are not entirely at liberty to make their
own plans and go their own way. Some may have been rest-
less under what they deemed the restraints of the Sabbath,
and they may regard this free use of the Sabbath a happy
change. There was drill: so the notion of the leaders ran.
A Dbetter view obtains now. There was ball-playing and
wrestling and some card-playing, but that was -generally
regarded as out of order ;—before the war closed it became so
common as to attract no special attention, except as it devel-
oped bad temper or bad debts.

The courage and spirit of one young man from Chicago
was shown on the first Sabbath ; for, taking his stand, he
delivered a religious discourse to all who would give ear. It
is often a great advantage to get up your colors before any
one else has a chance to occupy the place,

The position taken up by that young man before his com-
rades on that first Sabbath was well taken and held. He had
the respect of his superior officers to such a degree, that when
the position of chaplain was vacant, he was recommended to
fill the place, and did so with credit to himself and the cause,
during the last year of our service. Mr. A. T. Needham, for
this was the young man’s name, at this writing, is filling
an honored place in the ministry in California.

Rev. Mr. Harsha, of Dixon, delivered a short sermon to the
men. Many visitors from the surrounding country came to
the camp. On this afternoon our Colonel, J. B. Wyman,
came upon the ground for the first time, and no one who saw
his glances over and through the camp, doubted but a man of
superior parts had come. But few of the men knew him, yet
he was soon given a welcome by all. :
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OUR CHAPLAIN.

Mr. Joseph C. Miller, a Baptist minister from Amboy, was
appointed chaplain of the regiment and conducted his first
service at 8 a. m. of the 15th. Mr. Miller was a man of fine
appearance and good address, but for some reason, or reasons,
did not succeed in adapting himself to the situation. It was
a field of great opportunity for good, but not easily filled to
satisfaction. Many good men who tried to fill the position
found it far different from the accustomed position in civil life.
Military requirements exacted respect to the chaplain as a
superior officer, but unless he could get it on different grounds
than that, it proved to be but cool comfort to him. To fill
the place, a man needed personal bravery, independent bear-
ing, absence of much sentimentalism, ready to be the servant
of all, ready to talk out plain common-sense religion, with no
disposition to fawn to superior officers, and no evidence of
vanity or desire to feather his own nest. Such a man could
draw on the confidence of any manly soldier and not be dis-
appointed in his drawing.

Of course this whole life was new to the boys, and some
very innocent and green thoughts and expressions were in-
dulged in. From one diary of the time I extract as follows :
‘“ This is the first day for me as sentinel on the picket line.”
Aswe later learned there was no ‘‘ picked guard’’ at ¢ Camp
Dement’’ and no occasion for any, as there were no rebels to
watch against.

MEN IN HOSPITAL.

From the same date I extract the following : ‘‘’There are
four men in the hospital house, with the measles, and one
with the fever.”” The ‘‘Hospital House > and measles and
fever came so soon and became familiar, and continued
with us to the end of the three years, and to me were the
saddest part of the whole picture. I wrote home often and
said, ‘“If you have sympathy and sanitaries, be sure to give
them to the sick and hurt soldier-boy ; but the soldier-boy as
long as he is well can take care of himself.”
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Some of you will remember that J. C. Fishell of Company
C, who had stood in his place for over three years, and while
awaiting discharge at Camp Butler, so near to his home, took
a fever and died on June 16, 1864. It always has made me
sad to think of it.

VISITORS A DISTRACTION.

There was one feature of camp life that we experienced at
our camp in Dixon and nowhere else in all of our army life.
This was in its way very pleasant, and yet I fear not very
profitable. Large numbers of visitors came and usually came
in picnic fashion, with well-stored baskets, while the food and
faces were homelike, yet the presence of so many interfered
with the duties of camp. And then, too, as these favors came
mostly from friends who could readily get to the camp and
none to the companies who came from a distance, it created
some feeling against the more favored ones.

THE REGIMENT ACCEPTED FOR THREE YEARS.

On the 22d of May a dispatch came, saying our regiment
was accepted by the general government for a term of three
years and would be mustered in at an early date. Some of
the men did not fully take in the situation, and were not quite
prepared in mind for the move. Of course none were legally
bound to respond, for their enlistment was but for thirty days,
and then only to the State, and they were not compelled to go
out of the bounds of the State.

But on the 24th muskets were given to the men not yet
armed, and Mr. Dennio was sent to the camp and made a
flattering speech, to be sure that the men would go in response
to this call for a longer term. On the 23d Colonel Parks
spoke to the men in rather a threatening strain. But I am
persuaded that the men were so intelligent that when they
finally acted, they did so little influenced by either of the
lines of thought presented in the speeches.



CHAPTER IIL

THE REAL SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER.—CAMP LIFE AND
DRILL. — FIELD AND STAFF ELECTED AND AP-
POINTED.—VIA CASEYVILLE TO THE FRONT.

May 24th, 1861.

KHIS May 24th was a great day in our camp
at Dixon; and to all who were there and yet
survive, the events of that day gave it a promi-
nence in their mind—a sort of a starting-point,
that marks it a day among days. And the feeling
does not wear away with the years. Captain John
Pope of the regular army, and afterwards prominent as a
major-general was the man who came to muster us in for
‘““three years or during the war.”” ‘There was considerable
dissatisfaction among the men, yet the great majority toed
the scratch and were in for the fight on good faith. A few
from each of the companies except Company I, for various
reasons, left the ranks and in due time left the camp. Com-
pany I had a good many hard thumps, but at this time there
was no discounting it. It was on the line.

‘“ EVERY TRADE HAS ITS TRICKS.”

It is said that every trade has its tricks. And even in the
mustering in of a regiment there may be some tricks that it
is not thought best to put into the daily bulletin at the time.
There was something of a trick in our muster if we credit the
story of Captain Quincy McNeil of Company D, from Rock

Island, Illinois, and we do credit it and give it just as he tells
13
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it. It seems that Captain McNeil and some of his men had
been associated with a company from Rock Island that
was received into the Twelfth Regiment, butsthe company
being too large, it was divided and he and some of the
men raised the company known as Company D of the Thir-
teenth Regiment.

The company being called upon to muster into the United
States service, was short of the requisite number of men
(seventy-seven being the minimum number) by the refusal of
several of its members to muster for three years. But by bor-
rowing some men from Company G it was mustered in, much
to the gratification to those who were anxious to go to the
war. In making out the muster-roll, there were just lines
enough for the one hundred and one names. The names of
the men from Company G were interlined in such a bungling
manner that the mustering officer returned the roll to Captain
McNeil with a blank muster-roll and instructions to fill up
the blanks so that they could be easily read. In the mean-
time the company had been filled up by recruits from Rock
Island and the muster in roll was sent to Captain Pope with
one hundred and one names plainly written. The rolls of
Companies G, C, E, H, I, and K, were legible and the names
of the men borrowed showed as belonging to the company.
To rectify the roll, the borrowed men were reported as
deserters. The list of these was so large, that it drew an
inquiry from the War Department. The several captains
finally made a clean breast of the transaction, though in
dread of dismissal from the service. The company was then
mustered into the service for the three years as required.

DUTIES OF THE DAY.

We will here introduce a page that will at once be recog-
nized by the orderly sergeants of those earlier days of camp
life. It will also show what was the daily routine of camp life.
Some of the men whose namnies are here recorded soon left,
but others remained, and some are still in active life.
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‘‘ COLONEL ELSWORTH.”’

On this day in which we were mustered into the United
States service an event occurred that helped to kindle the fire
of patriotism and purpose to carry on the war. It was on the
morning of this day that the first man of any note lost his life
in the Union cause. He may have been foolhardy, but he
lost his life, and it was not lost to our cause. Colonel E. E.
Elsworth was a popular young lawyer, born in New York in
1837, and was practicing law in Chicago at the time of Mr.
Lincoln’s election and had a company of zouaves that were
noted for their fine drill. When Mr. Lincoln went to Wash-
ington, Elsworth went with him. In April he went to New
York city and raised a regiment of fire zouaves, of which he
was made colonel. The account of his untimely death I will
quote from the account as given by a historian of the South-
ern side. He says:

‘““On the 24th of May, Alexandria was occupied by the
Federals, the Virginia forces evacuating the town and falling
back toward Manassa Junction. The invasion was accom-
plished under the cover of night. It was attended by an inci-
dent which gave a lesson to the enemy of the spirit he was to
encounter, and furnished the first instance of individual mar-
tyrdom in the war. On one of the hotels of the town, the
Marshall House, there was a Confederate flag flying. The
proprietor of the hotel, Mr. Jackson, captain of an artillery
company in his town, had deliberately declared, that under
any circumstances, he would defend that flag with his life,
and had been deaf to the advice of his neighbors, not to make
his house by this display, a sign for the enemy’s attack. The
flag could be seen from the window of the White House in
Washington. As a company of fire zouaves, at the head of
which was Colonel Elsworth, entered the town in the gray of
morning, their commander declared he would have that flag
as his especial prize. He was attended in his adventure by a
squad of his men. Having found his way into the hotel, he
got through a trap-door to its top, where he secured the ob-
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noxious ensign ; but descending the ladder he found facing
him a man in his shirt-sleeves with a double-barreled gun in
his hand. ‘‘Here is my trophy,”’ exclaimed*Elsworth, dis-
playing the flag on his arm. ‘‘And you are mine,” replied
Jackson, as he quickly raised his gun and discharged the
contents into the breast of the exultant Federal. Another
moment and the Virginian was stretched by the side of his
antagonist, a lifeless corpse, for one of Elsworth’s men had
sped a bullet through his brain, and another had thrust a
bayonet into his breast as he was in the act of falling.”’

‘“IN FOR IT.”

Just above I have spoken of the fact that it was not with-
out considerable strain that many of the men consented to
enroll themselves for ‘‘ three years, or during the war.”” But
as soon as the deed was done, and they were really in for it,
there was manifested a characteristic that was a very impor-
tant factor in the future of the regiment; that is, to cheerfully
make the most of the situation. After supper, on the 24th,
they formed a procession. Some one carried the Stars and
Stripes, planks were put on the shoulders of some of the men,
and two of the musicians mounted upon them, they marched
about playing and singing lively tunes. Itis a happy feature
of human nature that it is capable of at once throwing off the
serious and depressing, and taking on the light and gay as a
relief.

IN MEMORY OF STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS.

An event in our camp was the recognition given to the
death of Hon. Stephen A. Douglas. On June 4th, the cannon
was fired at intervals of one hour, and later in the week a
memorial service was held. This seemed fitting, as Judge
Douglas was an eminent man and a prominent loyalist, as
this stress of war had come upon the government. Judge
Douglas was born in Vermont in 1813 and came to Illinois in
1833. He was prominently connected with the politics of the
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State and the United States up to the time of his death. Mr.
Douglas had ambition that found something of gratification
in him in the State Legislature, in the supreme judgeship of
the State and in both houses of Congress, but he wanted to
be President of the United States, and would probably have
gotten the position if a wise providence had not placed Mr.
Lincoln in the position at the only time Mr. Douglas could
have gotten it. He and Mr. Lincoln were opponents in the
school of politics and rivals both for the position of the United
States senator and for the presidential chair.

Mr. Douglas and Mr. Lincoln were both great men. Mr.
Lincoln was doubtless the superior of Mr. Douglas in his
logic and candor. Mr. Lincoln could not descend to any
trickery of words to gain his point, while Mr. Douglas did not
seem able to rise entirely above it. Men mourned the death
of Mr. Douglas, but rejoiced that Mr. Lincoln’s hand was on
the helm when the tempest struck us.

Mr. Douglas seemed to be in some things with the South ;
yet when things came to worst, it did not take him long to de-
clare himself, and stand by Mr. Lincoln and the government.
In April, Mr. Douglas had made a loyal speech before the
Illinois Legislature that carried everything with it, and set
the State into the forefront of patriotic endeavor to establish
the supremacy of the United States. But now, in the early
days of June, his death is announced. Much was expected of
him in the contest and men truly sorrowed over his death.
Had he lived, just what would have been his part, none may
be able to tell. It is certain he was removed as a factor from
the contest and many more able men with him, and yet the
conflict went on to the finish. This points to the fact that
great causes are greater than great men, and move on after
men fall by the way.

CAMP PUNISHMENTS.

Various punishments were resorted to while in this our
first camp, for various offenses. Of course the guard-house
was a general resort for malefactors, but by some it was rather
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enjoyed than otherwise, if the term was not too protracted.
This was a common punishment, and yet others were used,
some of which were discontinued when we got to the front. I
note from memory and a diary, some such asthese: ‘‘Tiedtoa
tree ”’—‘‘ gaged '’—‘‘ made to stand on a barrel some hours for
refusing to attend religious services.”” I suppose the punish-
ment in this case was for disobedience of orders. While all
the men who enlisted pledged themselves to obey all the com-
mands of their superior officers and, of course, ought to have
kept their word, yet it was hardly wise on the part of the offi-
cers in volunteer service to absolutely demand attendance
upon such service, and later on it was abandoned. The fact
is, that many of the officers, to begin with, were not prepared
to know what should be insisted upon and what should be left
to the good sense and heart of the men.

I remember the case of one wild, young Irishman who had
never controlled himself nor been controlled, who set out on a
general course of wild insubordination. Falling into the
hands of drill-master Brown, for some misdemeanor, he was
loaded with a full knapsack and set on a double-quick with a
right about face at the end of about ten rods; after this had
gone on for half an hour he grew tame, and later I heard him
say, he deemed it wise to fall in with the rules.

THE DEATH OF COOPER BERRY.

Mr. Cooper Berry was a fine young man who came to camp
with the company from Sterling and was the first man in the
regiment to lose his life. He was shot by one of the guards
on the night of June 12th. Mr. Berry was only a boy in years;,
but a man in appearance and energy. He was a born mili-
tary man, and could he have lived, in riper years would have
been just the man to take men anywhere that men could go.
He was living in Sterling at the time of the outbreaking of
the war, and when a company was organized in that town, he
was designated as first lieutenant. He drilled the men in the
most enthusiastic way and did good service. But he was
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young, fiery, and lacked judgment. This led him to manifest
an overbearing and arbitrary spirit. After a time the men of
the company did not feel that they could stand that, and so
united in asking him to vacate the position to which he had
been assigned but for which.no commission had yet come.
Seeing what was the wish of the men, he consented and left
the position. He was then assigned to the position of
sergeant-major, and it was while he was in this position that
he lost his life. My recollection of it is that there was some
trouble outside of the camp and that Mr. Berry was going
around among the guards to see if they were all at their posts.
He came upon one of the guards near the spring, and as he
approached the man, was shot through the neck and died
instantly. It was asserted by some that it was done with
intent, but I could never make myself believe that any of our
men had that kind of a spirit, even if he were led to think
that an officer had been arbitrary toward him. Of course the
man was arrested, but he was not held, and it is certain such
a thing would not have been passed by if there was any evi-
dence of guilt.

With proper military attention Mr. Berry’s remains were
borne to Sterling for burial. The death seemed very sad, and
it looked as if there was no return for the loss of such a
life in such a way ; and yet it is true that all that men have,
costs something, and it may be that something came to offi-
cers and men for their preparation for the future, from his
death at this time, that was equal to the sacrifice.

It is certain that he was the first of a long line that fell
before the regiment returned, and some of them seemed not to
have counted for more than this.

If men with his zeal could add to it the good judgment of
some one else, they would sweep everything before them. It
will be remembered that young Ellet who commanded the ram
‘“Queen of the West’’ when she made her daring passage past
the batteries at Vicksburg on the 2nd of February, 1863, was
a boy of but eighteen years. I shall never forget his flushed
and proud appearance as he rounded up his boat to the shore
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below the batteries. But his history a few days later, when
he lost that grand boat up the Red river, showed that while
there was no lack of daring, there was of disCretion. It is
very seldom that we see an old head on young shoulders.

GETTING READY TO LEAVE DIXON.

We had now been in camp for five weeks, getting weaned
somewhat, from home and civil life and being drilled into that
unit known as regiment. The various experiences were not
without their deep impress upon us. Could the incidents be
recalled, we would find some most delightful in pathos, or
with fun that would split the sides of a deacon, and some most
sad. But we did not come into camp just to camp. The ob-
ject of our move was beyond and more serious, as many
understood and as all learned by later experience. The order
came to move, and with it came the drawing of dress suits,
knapsacks, rations and all the things that seemed necessary.
Let me note here what most people of to-day are not aware of,
that up to that time the uniform of the United States Army
was gray and not blue as now. The suits that we drew at
this time were gray. The change, I understood, was made
because the uniform of the South was gray. It is certain that
the blue made a more distinct target in battle and on that ac-
count is not the best. i

The announcement of our departure drew crowds of inter-
ested friends from far and near, they came to extend farewell
and God-speed with feelings that were in many cases tinged
with a feeling that it might be the last, and of course in many
cases it proved to be so.

The day assigned for our move was Sunday, June 16th.
The breaking of camp was entirely new and of course was not
easily accomplished. There was cooking to be done and
stowed away, and camp stuff to be packed. Being so igno-
rant of the whole matter, it was of necessity done in confusion.
We were called up at 3:30 a. m. and then the scene opened.
Those who did not have much work to do could run to and
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fro and make a noise, and they did theirshare of it. By 6a.m.
friends from Sterling and Amboy and the country round
began to arrive, which only added to the confusion. But
somehow, by 8 a. m. the regiment was in line and ready to
move. And now the body is on its first march ; not far, to be
sure, to the Illinois Central depot, but as much of a task as a
much longer one, after we had learned how.

There stood the puffing engines, there were the long lines
of cars ; freight cars for the stock and baggage, but nice pas-
senger cars for the men. But let me say for the information
of children, grandchildren and interested friends, that that
was about the last we saw of passenger cars while we worked
for Uncle Sam. There, too, was a great company of friends,
fathers, mothers, children, wives and sweethearts. Some felt
light, but most felt heavy,—some joked, others wept. It was
no light matter, and it made most of us feel indeed that we
were off for the war.

OFF FOR THE SOUTH.

Time was up ; the engines puffed as if impatient to be off.
The word was given, and twenty-two cars loaded with men
and things were off headed for the South. It was the finest
time of the year, when everything is fresh and growing. We
ran into a grand country, almost a garden—broad fields waved
with grain, bright streams ran along in sight and beneath our
train as we dashed ou, never slacking our pace. Then we
saw broken and rough portions that only heightened the
beauty of the landscape. Everything seemed so peaceful on
that fair Sabbath day, but we were bent on war.

As the day passed, we found that we had gone directly
South, some two hundred miles. This brought on quite a
change.

In the morning we were in the midst of early summer but
the evening found us at Sandoval, just east of St. Louis, and
amid fields ripe to the harvest.

There was nothing striking developed in the day’s travel
only that the men ate freely, and the cooked vituals were
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packed away where they could not be gotten at. It is said
that some of the officers bought a barrel of eggs at Sandoval
and had them cooked for the men. Some growled, but none
starved. .

At this point there was a shipment from the Illinois
Central railroad to the Ohio & Mississippi railroad, and we
were headed west. A few hours’ ride brought us to Casey-
ville, near which, and some eight miles from St. Louis, was
to be our camp for the present.

While in this place the drill went on as usual, but our
coming here brought with it a new feature, that is, living in
tents. Of course we suffered some inconvenience until we
knew how to prepare the ground and how to stake the tents
for all kinds of weather. Some did not ditch, and found that
it was a mistake when the floods came. Some stretched the
canvas to the utmost tension when the cloth was dry, and then
found that in the midst of the shower the cloth had shrunk
enough to pull out the pegs and drop down the tent.

While we were cccupied here in doing guard and drilling,
our principal business was to watch St. Louis. It was in the
hands of the Union forces, but was not disposed to stay there,
if by any means it could be passed into the hands of the
Secessionists. A body of troops near at hand had a whole-
some effect upon the plans and movements of those who
would have given it over. The Twentieth Regiment of
Illinois Infantry came and camped near by us, thus increas-
ing this force near to the great city.

GENERAL LYON.

On the very day of our arrival at our camp at Caseyville,
General Lyon had quite a fight with the rebels at Boonville,
Missouri. He met with some loss, but drove the enemy from
their position. Later all of the men became interested in
General Lyon, and it may be of interest to introduce him at
this point. I take the description from a Southern pen:

‘“ Major General Nathaniel Lyon was a native of Connecti-
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cut, and had served in the regular army of the United States.
He was an exception to the politics of that army, for he was
an undisguised and fanatical Abolitionist. He entered the
United States. Army as second-lieutenant and was subse-
quently promoted to captain. He arrived in St. Louis in
April, 1861, having been sent from a post in the far south-
west. Here his great activity in suppressing the excitement
of Southern feeling, seizing the Arsenal, erecting defenses
around the city, and disarming Southern sympathizers, recom-
mended him to notice in the North and at Washington, and
he rapidly rose from the rank of captain to that of major-
general in two months. He was undoubtedly an able and
dangerous man ; one who appreciated the force of audacity,
and the value of quick decision.

‘“ He was small in stature, wiry, active, of dark complexion,
brave to a fault, and an excellent, though restless and ambi-
tious officer. For several days before the battle in which he
lost his life, he is said to have been a prey to uneasiness and
disappointment, which brought on his face a troubled look,
observed by all around him. To one of his staff he said,
gloomily, that he could not rid himself of the idea that the
coming battle would result disastrously. ‘The fall of this
man was undoubtedly a serious loss to the Federals in
Missouri.”

General Lyon left by will thirty thousand dollars to the
United States T'reasury.

I quote from one diary as follows : ¢ This camp was called
McClellan. Here we received our cartridge-boxes, belts, etc.,
also our pay for the sixteen days spent in the State service
from May gth to May 24th. Drilling and target practice was
the order of each day.”

Another says, ‘‘ Here we had to come down to Uncle
Sam’s rations ; it was rather hard at first, but it had to be
‘did’ We missed the visits that we had received from kind
friends about Dixon ;—‘Long may they wave !’ "’

This coming down to regulation rations with no nick-nacks
to supplement them seemed a little hard. Some very poor
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meat was issued and it was declared by some that it was
mule-meat. Of course it was not, but our live colonel raised
his voice and something better was soon forthcoming. Here
started in the joke that ran until it was stale., that some of
the hard bread was so old and musty that it must have been
made in the time of the Mexican war, or that some had
been detected with the mark ‘“B. C.”” and had been left
over by the Roman army.

SUTLER STORE.

Here first loomed upon the horizon of the Thirteenth that
wonderful requisite of army life, the sutler’s store. The
dictionary defines a sutler as ‘‘ a trader in a small way,’’ also
one who does ‘‘ dirty work.”” Now I suppose it was true of
many, if not all of the sutlers of our army, that either one
of these definitions would apply to them. They did trade in
a small way and yet the aggregates were not always so small.
It is said of one sutler in one of the campaigns in Louisiana
under General Banks that he cleared twenty-five thousand
dollars in three months. Many made a good thing of their
position. It 4s true that they ran great risks from bad debts
and raids, both from our boys and the rebels, but the prospects
of profits were such that many were ready to embark in the
business.

I think it is also true that many of them did *‘‘dirty
work.”” They sold. poor stuff for a large price, so that many
boys spent most of their wages in that way. Then, many who
went in response to the ‘‘sick call’’ would have had no occa-
sion to have gone if they had staid away from the sutler.
But it was not all bad ; it was a great comfort to many to
have a chance to spend something, when they did not know
what to do with their salaries. Those bottles of pickles, if
they were high priced, were often just the thing when a man
was growing bilious. Those sardines, often oiled over things
when a man was disgusted with everything he cooked.

A sutler’s tent and its contents was not an unmixed evil ;
as to the sutler himself, our sutler, ‘“Old Hyde,” as the



ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. 25

boys saw fit to dub him, will be written up later on in our
story.

We spent our first Fourth of July in the service, in a sense,
watching St. Louis. It was feared, and with reasons, this
day might be used as a time for an outbreak. An engine and
train was in readiness to have sped to the city if there had
been a call for it. Things were on the stir in Missouri and
Arkansas.

At this date, Captain Pope, now Brigadier-General Pope,
was ordered to take command of the troops at Alton, Illinois.
General Hurlbut to take command at Quincy, Illinois. Gen-
eral Lyon was on the way from Boonville, Missouri, to Spring-
field, Missouri.  General Franz Sigel was out near Carthage,
Missouri, and had something of an engagement there on the
sth of July. Rebel Generals Price and Parsons were con-
nected with this same place. General Jeff Thompson was at
Pocahontas, Arkansas. General Ben McCollough who was
killed at Pea Ridge was gathering the rebel forces at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, while General Albert Pike was seeking to
marshal the Indians of the Indiana Territory against the
United States. Into the midst of this we were ‘soon to move
and do service for almost a year. A

AGAIN ON THE MOVE.

On July 6th, in the midst of excessive heat the order came
to pack and moyve. This was satisfactory, for soldiers in
actual service, have neither desire nor opportunity for long
stays. A train ran out from St. Louis and we were soon off.
Hoof and baggage we were soon across the Father of Waters
not to see it again for one year. The regiment, strong in num-
bers and fine in appearance made its way through the streets
of the city and finally brought up at Southwestern Pacific rail-
road depot. This gave us some intimation of the direction of
our travels, if not of our destination. As the regiment passed
along the streets, it called out various expressions. The
Union people felt free to express themselves openly and
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freely. The Secessionist were reticent. ‘The grown people
showed a respectful silence, but smiled comfortably when
the children hurrahed for Jeff Davis, or made, other demon-
strations that were in accord with their feelings.

Many of the boys made their way to the public market-
place and readily got what they wanted to eat, and at the
same time learned the sentiments of the German market
women by getting things at a nominal price or as a free
gift. By 10 p. m. we were loaded on the trains and ready
to move. A

INTO DARKNESS AND DANGER.

As our trains pulled out of the depot, of course we did not
know just what to expect. There is always a measure of
danger in running trains, especially where so much life is
involved. Now we could guess that the danger would be
enhanced as we were moving into an enemy’s country who
would be glad to see us killed, and be glad to do it if they
had half a chance. ‘This railroad, as we learned at that time,
terminated at Rolla, one hundred and eight miles to the
southwest. ‘Thiswas guarded by a Home Guard and especially
at the bridges.

We had run some distance from the city when our train
was flagged and came to a stand-still. The guards at the
bridge where we stopped had just captured a man who had
made an effort to fire the bridge. This doubtless had been
done in anticipation of our coming, and in the hope it might
prove disastrous to us. We soon started up again and
crowded on through the darkness and possible danger, trust-
ing in and being safely kept by a kind Providence. The next
morning found us landed in Rolla. This was held at the
time of our arrival by four hundred soldiers who were antici-
pating an attack. However that may have been, after our
arrival, it did not come off, and it was held by our forces
during the whole of the war.
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THE STATE OF MISERY.

We were now fairly landed in what was known among the
soldiers as the ‘‘State of Misery’’ (Missouri). It is true that
they had some miserable experiences while within its borders,
yet, as some of them were profane enough to add, it was much
‘‘ better than hell.”’

““Misery >’ was the land of long-haired people and ‘ but-
ternut *’ clothes, also a land of long miles. The distances as
learned from the natives were of such an uncertain quantity,
that after a time when a man said it was so many miles to a
place, the boys would ask, ¢ United States miles or Missouri
miles?’’ This was the land where they made peach pies with-
out lard or sugar, pies so tough that it needed an ax to cut
them. A land of log cabins and few accomplishments, and
yet withal the people knew enough to take sides on this great
question of union and disunion, of human slavery and human
liberty, and to bitterly fight, neighbor against neighbor, and
even brother against brother. In the siege of Vicksburg there
were two brigades of Missourians facing each other, and in
the swinging of Grant’s army to the rear of Vicksburg, at the
skirmish at Fourteen-mile Creek, as the men of the Seventeenth
Missouri Regiment (Union) advanced, one of the men came
upon his own brother, wounded and belonging to the rebel
side.
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THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI
NORTHWEST, AND OF ROLLA IN PARTICULAR.—CALLED
TO THAT POST.—WYMAN.

souri, at the breaking out of the War of the
’ SN( ~ 7og Rebellion, made it a point of the greatest im-
k@%\«\” portance, both to the Union and slave powers.
’@ It was on the extreme left of the Confederate
lines, and its position in that line was as if it had
made a right half-wheel, intending to overlap, and
completely outflank the Federal line of the Union States.
There was no geographical divisions of the Confederate
States, including the Gulf and Atlantic seaports, #kaf pos-
sessed such dangerous possibilities against the Union, as did this
trans-Mississippi left flank of the Confederacy. It included
the Indian Territory, which had been overawed, bribed, and
cajoled from its loyalty to the rebels, and very early in 1861,
the Cherokees had decided to cast their fortunes with seces-
sion; and this left loyal Kansas exposed on its entire south-
ern and eastern sides, and even its western border neighbors,
the Utes, under such leaders as Colorow, made life and prop-
erty insecure; and so, Kansas was entirely cut off from
direct communication with its sister loyal States; and only
by the circuitous and difficult routes through Nebraska and
Iowa, would it be able to reach the other Free States.
Missouri was even more badly located for mischief to us,
than was Arkansas and the Indian Territory. Missouri not

only overlapped a large part of Illinois, but the entire State of
28




ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. 29

Iowa on its southern border, besides an easy chance of holding
a corner on Nebraska; and this would afford a safe footpath
for intercommunication between the Indians of the Southwest
and those of the Northwest, who were destined to make a di-
version in favor of Jeff Davis, by an outbreak which would
carry death and destruction to so many of the men, women,
and children, and homes of the Northwest, as to largely de-
plete our armies of forces sufficient to quell the outbreak, and
give permanent protection to the frontier settlers.

THIS DIABOLICAIL SCHEME

was literally carried out in the season of 1862, principally in
Minnesota ; and we shall have occasion, in another part of
this work, to trace the causes and fix the responsibility where
it belongs.

Almost superhuman exertions were made by the young
Confederacy to so thoroughly fortify the strongest points on
the Mississippi River, from Columbus, Kentucky, to New Or-
leans, that the Union armies could not possibly reduce them
enough to gain their possession, while it would afford them an
easy, and the only route by which they could distribute to its
people and armies, the transportation, food, and munitions of
war, necessary to their existence. Hence the tremendous
efforts they put forth to prevent the river from falling into
our hands—well-knowing that our success would literally cut
the Confederacy in two.

How long it took todo this; how much hard campaigning,
through all sorts of exposure and hardship; how many Union
lives lost, and how many of its own comrades were left on
many battle-fields, including our beloved Wyman, #ke Zhir-
teenth need not be told.

There seems no room to doubt the perfect loyalty and
incorruptibility of General Harney in the secession spring of
1861, but 'he fell into the dangerous error of reposing con-
fidence in the honesty and loyalty of such secession leaders
as Sterling Price and Governor Claib. Jackson,
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WHO WERE PLOTTING TREASON WHILE HOODWINKING
GENERAL HARNEY,

-

who was too easily led to trust their hypocritical professions
of joining him in preventing Missouri from secession ; and,
but for the clear foresight. of Captain Lyon, Frank P. Blair,
and other loyal men, and their prompt action in capturing
Camp Jackson, Missouri would have been, temporarily, as
hopelessly lost to the Union, as was any other of the seces-
sion States; and until overpowered and restored, so large
a force of troops would have been necessary to guard the left
bank of the Mississippi, from Cairo to Iowa, and the southern
border of that State as well, as to very materially weaken
our forces in other parts of the field. This, however, was
probably of much less importance to the Union cause, than
would have been the dangerous proximity of secession Mis-
souri to Canada, that pest-house of refuge

AND VOMITING-GROUND FOR ALIL THE FOUL BROOD OF
SECESSION’S y

surplus of spies, conspirators, outlaws and assassins, who,
together with our own copperhead renegades, and English
sympathizers with Southern treason, formed an army in our
rear which was formidably dangerous, and, it is possible,
would have turned the scale against us, had it not been for
the fact that they were generally both physical and moral
cowards and always were kept under sleepless surveillance
by our authorities, who prevented them from doing what the
Jeff Davis organization expected of them.

Some of this Falstaffian rabble were as ‘‘mild mannered
gentlemen as ever scuttled a ship or cut a throat.”’

Very few of these conspirators, however, had the nerve
and devotion to a bad cause, to carry out the behests of
their masters, which required the murder of even a President
of the United States; and if the murder of President Lincoln
be classed as one of their successes, then it was a success
which they could not well afford ; for it aroused the indigna-
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tion and horror of the civilized world, and weakened their
unholy cause by the withdrawal of a hitherto widespread
sympathy, mistaken though it was, which had been ex-
tended then; and the effect was to cause such a revulsion
of feeling, that the Union cause was correspondingly
strengthened.

With the exception of the assassination of President Lin-
coln, no notable success was achieved by fiese Jeff Davis
scavengers ; and their operations amounted to scarcely more
than the abortive attempts to burn and plunder a few
Northern cities, release and arm several thousands of rebel
prisoners in several Northern States, to capture one or two
vessels on the Northern lakes; and the too successful auxili-
ary aid of the English-secession contingent in inciting the
revolt of the Indians of the West and Northwest.

These rear and side-lights serve to throw into bold relief,
over the canvas of history, the importance to both sides, of
Missouri, which, to the rebels was a sort of turn-table and
way-station on the rebel underground railroad for easily
reaching Canada.

On Sunday morning, July 7th, at daylight, after a rough
night’s ride in freight and lumber cars, over the southwest
branch of the Missouri Pacific railroad, the ‘* Thirteenth’’
arrived at Rolla, Missouri, disembarked and stacked arms
near the depot, the men expecting to march on to Springfield
to reinforce General Lyon, as soon as transportation could
arrive. After about two hours, however, they were ordered
to ‘“fall in,”” and were marched to a camping-ground about
one hundred rods to the east of the town, where they again
‘* stacked arms’’ and then cooked breakfast; after which the
ground was thoroughly cleared off, and, by night, the tents
were all up, on what, as it proved, was to be their military
home for three months ; and camp life on the enemy’s soil
began in earnest.

A force of only five companies of Infantry, under Colonel
Bayles, was garrisoning the post on our arrival, and much
apprehension of attack from rebels existed, and a patrol guard
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was ordered on duty from our regiment the very first night of
our Missouri life.

This seemed a little like earnest work, but # was what the
boys had clamored for, what we came to Missouri to do; and
that there was abundant necessity for its being done, a look
at the military and political situation in the trans-Mississippi
department of the military operations of the war will readily
show; and why Colonel Wyman and his regiment were
assigned to this post.

Although the weather was somewhat sultry, the day was
fine ; and while the men were clearing off the grounds for a
camp, and getting ready for real soldiering, some rear and
side-lights may be let on to make clear the situation.

As early as December 20th, 1860, South Carolina, 77ue fo her
old-time treasonable leadership, had seceded. On January gth,
11th, 19th and 26th, 1861, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and
Lousiana, in the order named, had seceded, to be followed
April 17th, and May 6th by Virginia and Arkansas, respect-
ively. ‘Three months before the form of secession had been
gone through with, Arkansas had persuaded the Choctaw
Indians to join the fortunes of the South and had seized the
United States Arsenal at Little Rock.

On May r11th United States troops had been fired on in
St. Louis. On June 12th, the rebel governor of Missouri,
Claib. Jackson, called for fifty thousand troops to fight the
United States.

It seems that staunch old Union Secretary of War, Simon
Cameron, with grim Scottish sarcasm, sent a requisition to
the Governor of Arkansas, for its contingent of Arkansas
troops with which to help put down the rebellion; and
received the following reply :

Honorable S1MoN CAMERON, Secretary of War,
Washington City.

In answer to your requisition for troops from Arkansas, to subjugate
the Southern States, I have to say that none will be furnished. The
demand is only adding insult to injury. The people of this common-
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wealth are freemen, not slaves, and will defend to the last extremity,

their honor, lives, and property against Novthern mendacity and ursur-
pation.
H. M. RECTOR,

Governor of Arkansas.

Captain James Totten, Second Artillery, Commandant at
Little Rock Arsenal, as early as February 6th, 1861, notified
Adjutant-General Cooper, United States of America, as
follows :

SIR : I have to inform you that companies of armed citizens from
various sections of the State have already arrived, and it is said there
will soon be five thousand here for the express purpose of ‘taking the
Arsenal. Instructions are urgently and immediately asked. Collision
seems inevitable if the Arsenal is to be held.

Same date same notifies same that Governor H. M. Rector

of Arkansas, demands the surrender of the Arsenal to State
' authorities.

April 20th Liberty Arsenal in Missouri, was taken posses-
sion of by rebels and fifteen hundred arms and a few cannon
distributed to citizens of Clay county. 2

April 23d secessionists took possession of Fort Smith, the
Governor acting as though the State had already seceded.

As early as February 12th General Scott telegraphed to
General Harney, commanding Department of the West :

Have you in the St. Louis Arsenal troops enough to defend it?
Ought you not to send up all the men from Jefferson Barracks?

The General-in-Chief desires to strengthen that dispatch by calling
your attention to these considerations. That it is best to move in
advance of excitement when it is possible. When an emergency arises
reinforcements may be cut off; and that all the force may now be use-
fully employed at work in adding to the defenses of the Arsenal.

General Harney did not see any danger.
Nine days after the above, General Harney received the
following peremptory command :

Brigadier-General Harney : Stop the march of the troops from Fort
Smith. WINFIELD SCOTT.
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Only nineteen days from the date of the above, Captain
Nathaniel Iyon was assigned to the command of the St. Louis
Arsenal. Beginning to comprehend at last, that General
Scott was getting his mad up, General Harney began to
move ; and in the light of swift following events, he moved
none too soon ; and as a result we have the following :

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,

St. Louls, MISSOURI, April gth, 1861.
To MajorR HAGNER.

SIR : Under existing circumstances, the Department Commander
deems it of great importance that the Ordnance supplies stored in the
magazine at Jefferson Barracks, or elsewhere, be brought within the
vicinity of St. Louis Arsenal limits with the least practicable delay.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

FEither General Scott’s fongue-lashing, or some other
inspirational cause, had set General Harney to looking about
him to better purpose than formerly, as is seen by the follow-
ing communication to the headquarters of the General-in-
Chief of the Army. 1

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT,
ST. Louls, MISSOURI, April 16, 1861.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY AT NEW YORK,

Sir: The Arsenal buildings and grounds are completely com-
manded by hills immediately in their rear, and within easy range. I
learn from sources which I cousider reliable, that it is the intention of
the Executive of this State to canse batteries to be erected on these hills,
and also upon the Island opposite the Arsenal. I am further informed
that should such batteries be erected, it is contemplated by the State
authorities, in the event of the secession of the State from the Union, %o
demand the survender of the Avsenal. While our force would probably
be able to resist successfully an assaulting party greatly superior to
itself in numbers, it could not withstand the fire of the batteries situated

as above indicated.
W. S. HARNEY,

Brigadier-General Commanding.

With regard to the St. Louis Arsenal matter, it seems to
have engaged the personal attention of Jeff Davis also about
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this same time, and he writes from Montgomery, Alabama, on
April 23d, 1861, to Governor Jackson of Missouri, as follows :

I have directed that Captains Green and Duke should be furnished
with two twelve-pounder howitzers and two thirty-two-pounder guns
with the proper ammunition for each. These, from the commanding
hills will be effective, both against the garrison, and to breach the
inclosing walls of the place.

I concur with you as to tke great importance of capturing the Arse-
nal and securing the supplies.

That the Union authorities and leading Unionists of the
West were as fully alive to the importance of defending
the St. Louis Arsenal, and its valuable stores, as Jeff Davis
could possibly be, the following correspondence will show :

EasT ST. Louis, ILL., April 19th, 1861.
Hon. S1MoN CAMERON, Secretary of War.

Sir: Dispatches to United States Officers at St. Louis, should be
addressed to East St. Louis, zia Terre Haute. Their contents will then
be perfectly safe as far as all western points are concerned. Notify
other members of the Cabinet, and ascertain yourself about Baltimore
and Washington Offices.

Send order by telegraph, at once, for mustering men into service,
to Captain N. Lyon. It will surely then be executed and we will fill
your requisition in two days.—‘ RELIEVE HAGNER.”

FRANK P. BLAIR, Jr.

‘“Hagner ”’ seemed to have been the ordnance officer, an
important military position, whose loyalty was suspected, or
who was indiscreet and of dangerous use to the secessionists,
and whose removal was necessary to the perfect success of a
plan then under comsideration for anticipating the possible
capture of the Arsenal by the rebel Governor Jackson. The
following, of three days earlier date than the above letter of
Hon. Frank P. Blair, undoubtedly explains why they dis-
trusted ‘‘ Hagner.”’

Captain Lyon writes to Governor Yates of Illinois, from
St. Louis Arsenal, on April 16th suggesting to Governor
Yates that as the arms are what are wanted by the rebs, and
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will be the cause of an attack, had not Governor Yates better
make requisition for a large supply of arms and get them
shipped from St. Louis Arsenal to Springfield, lllinass.

The danger must have been imminent indeed to have
been acquiesced in so universally and so promptly as to cut
red-tape into ravelings and by the most conservative of the
Government fossils.

FOR INSTANCE—

HEADQUARTERS WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
COMMANDANT OF ARSENAL AT ST. Louls, MISSOURIL.

Sir: ¥ * ¥* * You will, moreover, issue ten thousand addi-
tional stand of arms and accoutrements to the authorized agent or
agents, of His Excellency, the Governor of Illinois, with a correspond-

ing amount of ammunition.
i SiMoN CAMERON,

Secretary of War.

On April 3oth, 1861, President Lincoln authorizes Captain
Lyon to enroll for his own command, ten thousand militia of
loyal citizens of St. Louis and vicinity, also directs that the
arms and other military stores at the Arsenal, not needed for
Missouri, must be removed to some safe place in Illinots.

It is revolutionary timmes; and therefore, 7 do no! object to the
irregularity of this.
W. S. [Winfield Scott.]
Approved, April 30, 1861.
A. LINCOLN.

Colonel Thomas (Adjutant-General) will make this order.
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.

This unexampled action in throwing wide open the
ratchet-wheel which generally keeps slowed down the spools
from which red-tape is so begrudgingly unwound, ought to
be blazoned on every Union battle-flag, for all time ; and the
whole caboodle—Lyon, Lincoln, Scott, Cameron {and Blair,
richly deserved a good pull from some comrade’s canteen.
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At the risk of sorely trying the reader’s patience, the his-
torian has deemed it desirable to record, for future reference,
as well as for present reading, some of the political and mil-
itary conditions which led up to the necessity which called
for the selection of the proper military leader, who also pos-
sessed great executive ability as a manager of lines of rail-
road. That it had been a matter of grave deliberation by the
commander of the Department of the West, seems to clearly
be set forth in the following documents ; and that this great
trust was confided to our Colonel, must be a source of pride to
every surviving member of the Thirteenth Regiment.

ST. Louis ARSENAL, Mo., July 6th, 1861.

GENERAL GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Buckhannon, Virginia.

SIR : General Lyon has sent Wyman’s vegiment to Rolla this even-
ing. This with the seven hundred troops now there will be enough for
the present. Colonel Wyman is in command, with instructions to keep
open the line of communication on which all supplies will be sent here-
after. General Lyon has moved down towards Springfield with twenty-
four hundred and Major Sturgis with twenty-two hundred on the
frontier. Sweeney is there and at Mt. Vernon and beyond there, with
twenty-five hundred, besides guards at posts on lines.

CHESTER HARDING, JR.
A. A.-G,, Mo. Vol.

St. LOoUIsS ARSENAL, MISSOURI,
July 7th, 1861.
To ADJUTANT-GENERAL THOMAS.

SIR : Besides garrisoning Jefferson City, Boonville, and Lexington
General Lyon has marched southward with two thousand four hundred
men in round numbers. His intention was to go to Little Rock ; but
movements of the enemy in the southeastern portion of the State, may
change his plans. There are at Springfield and Mt. Vernon, and on the
way there from Rolla, about three thousand men under Captain T. W.
Sweeney, Second Infantry, by order of General Harney, as Brigadier-
General of United States Reserve Corps of St. Louis. In addition to
these, there are about one thousand of Home Guards and Rifle Bat-
talion, protecting line of communication from St. Louis to Springfield.
As this line has become the most important in the whole State, and as it
is threatened by hostile bands under General McBride and others, it has
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been deemed best to place it under the command of Colone! Wyman
Thirteenth Illinois Volunteers, who went down to Rolla last night.

As soon as General Lyon's plan of campaign developed itself, the
secessionists in the southeast began to organize their forces. They have
hitherto been met, as well as possible, by expeditio<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>